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PATIENTS are advised to look at flyers,  a noticeboard in 
the surgery and on the practice website for details of a 
new appointments system which started this month. 
   The aim is  to improve the availability of appointments 
for patients in the  short and long term at a time of 
increasing pressure on general practice.  
   The surgery is as ever encouraging people to provide 
updated details of changes of address or phone number as 
soon as possible and to become online patients where 
possible. This allows patients to book appointments and 
order repeat prescriptions online. It also allows them 
access to limited information on their patient records. Ask 
at reception for details of how to become an online 
patient. 

Dr Nick Browne, pictured 
right, who retires as senior 
partner at the Abbey Medical 
Centre at the end of March, 
has been reminiscing about 
his 29 “happy years” with the 
practice. 
   He told Abbey Notes how the 
surgery came to move from its 
old site at Abbey Road, where    
Dr Browne began as a GP in 
1990 to replace founding 
partner Dr Hutchinson. 
   “Practice nurse Lesia and I 
u s e d t o g o o u t i n t h e 
community with vaccinations in 
a cold storage box to encourage 
more parents to have their 
children immunised and one 
time we came to this cul-de-sac 
at the end of Central Avenue 
and saw big gates leading to the 
allotments.  

   “We thought the plot where 
the surgery now stands would 
be an ideal location for a bigger 
surgery and the pract ice 
approached the council. They 
agreed to our plan but part of 
the deal was that we had to 
provide loads of horse manure 

to the allotment holders who 
had to move to different plots.” 
   The building work itself was 
not without hiccups when the 
firm who began the work went 
b u s t h a l f w a y t h r o u g h .       
Although the practice had taken 
out a bond to protect against 
such an eventuality, the House 
of Lords was at the time 
debating whether such bonds 
were strictly legal. 
   Said Dr Browne: “Thankfully 
they decided they were legally 
binding and we did not lose 
out.” 
   The three partners who 
moved into the new building 
were Dr Rodrigues, Dr Jaram 
and Dr Browne, who were later 
joined by Dr Rogers. 

Continued on page 2

Surgery deal relied on horse manure

Patients chat in front of the notice board 
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Dr Browne’s 
fond farewell

From page one 

Dr Browne is happy he is leaving the 
surgery in the safe hands of Dr 
David Cavanagh, who will become 
senior partner, Dr Joanne Taplin and 
Dr Lyndsey Wheeler. They will be 
joined by a new female doctor Dr 
Kaye Sethi, who from June will take 
over four of Dr Browne’s six 
sessions each week, and male doctor 
Dr Djilal Baiou, who has already 
done some locum sessions at the 
practice. He will join the team in 
early August covering two sessions a 
week. There will be locum cover in 
the interim. 
   Promising not to lose touch with 
the surgery, Dr Browne said it has 
been a pleasure to work with such a 
dedicated team who all share the 
ethos of kindness to the patients. He 
said he never regretted his decision 
to become a GP, rather than an 
obstetrician, which had been his first 
plan, but was now looking forward 
to a new chapter in his career before 
he gets, in is own words, “too old”. 
   “It’s been a pleasure to work here 
and, who knows, I may appear as a 
locum, on occasion, but I am excited 
at the prospect of new challenges.” 
   Dr Browne is considering several 
possibilities, including mentoring 
newly qualified doctors and some 
teaching, and also the possibility of 
being a GP in hospital emergency 
departments to triage patients who 
walk in. 
   But first, after a send-off from his 
colleagues and people he has worked 
with in his GP career, he will be 
joining his wife, who is already 
retired, in a few months off.  The 
couple have a daughter and a son, 
aged 29 and 27, who have flown the 
nest, but no grandchildren as yet. 
   Cards and messages have been 
arriving from patients and Dr 
Browne is very grateful.

JOINING Dr Browne on the 
retirement train at the end of 
March are audit clerk Julie 
James, who has been at the 
practice for 28 years, and   
Steve Lynch, handyman and 
cleaner for the past 18 years.  
   Julie’s work will be taken 
over by  mother and daughter 
receptionists Wendy and 
Rebecca Credgington. Their 
hours away from reception 
are to be covered by two new 
part-time receptionists, one of 
whom is Debbie Halford, 
who started on March 1.   
Formerly a school secretary, 
Debbie lives in Long Eaton 
and is married with three 
grown-up children. 

   She enjoys cross-stitch and 
works poolside with the 
D e r b y s h i r e A m a t e u r 
Swimming Association and is 
a Brown Owl. 
   Steve Lynch’s dual role is 
being split between new 
cleaner Lorna Devonport and 
maintenance operative Gary 
Daykin. 

   Also joining the Abbey team 
is new nurse practitioner Ruth 
Fish, pictured above. She will 
see patients in the minor 
illness clinic on Mondays and 
Tuesdays , whi le current 
prescribing nurse practitioner 
Paula McNeil will continue 
w o r k i n g We d n e s d a y s , 
Thursdays and Fridays.  
   Married, with three children 
under 10, Ruth l ives in 
Wollaton and in her spare time 
is a keen singer and cyclist. 
She has twice ridden the 100k 
Ride the Night event in 
London in aid of women’s 
cancer charities. 
   A nurse for 12 years, she 
worked for five years with the 
Nott ingham out-of-hours 
service NEMS both at the 
walk-in centre and on the 
phone. 
  Long-serving practice nurse 
Lesia Jeffreys is reducing her 
hours but will continue to see 
p a t i e n t s o n T u e s d a y s , 
Wednesdays and Fridays.  
   The practice is in the process 
of recruiting a health care 
assistant to carry out blood 
pressure, phlebotomy, ECGs 
and the like. 

All change among 
the surgery staff

Debbie Halford


